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Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad

Global Metallurgy Leaders Converge at IIT Hyderabad for

79" IIM Annual Technical Meeting
Highlights:

e IIM ATM 2025 begins at IIT Hyderabad with An International Conference on Advanced
Materials and Critical Minerals for Energy Transition.

e Record participation with 1,400+ abstract submissions, 100+ metallography micrographs, and
experts from India, Australia, Japan, Germany, USA, South Africa, and France.

e Inaugural day features 24 high-level plenary talks, a major technical exhibition, and key
addresses by national leaders from academia, industry, and government.

Hyderabad, 28 November 2025: The 79™ Annual Technical Meeting (ATM) of the Indian
Institute of Metals (IIM), one of the nation’s oldest and most significant gatherings in metallurgy
and materials science, with academia, industry visionaries, esteemed researchers and thought
leaders from around the world at IIT Hyderabad on 4th December 2025. The three-day event
opens with the International Conference on Advanced Materials and Critical Minerals for
Energy Transition, setting the stage for high-impact discussions aligned with India’s technological
and energy goals.

IIM ATM 2025 marks a milestone year with the highest-ever participation, including more than
1,400 abstract submissions for oral and poster presentations and over 100 micrographs for the
metallography contest — a clear indicator of the expanding research momentum in materials
science and metallurgical engineering across India. The inaugural day also saw the opening of a
technical exhibition featuring advanced characterisation equipment and manufacturing
technologies from 45 institutes, inaugurated by Shri N. Balaram, Chairman and Managing Director
of Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL).

Prof. B. S. Murty, Director IIT Hyderabad and the president of IIM, presided the inaugural
function and explained in brief the objective of organising the International Conference. His address
specifically focused on the global imperative to decarbonize, demanding accelerated development
of materials with superior functional properties and processing of critical minerals. The future of
technologically self-reliant India hinges on our ability to master the complete life-cycle of critical
elements, from responsible sourcing and advanced beneficiation to sophisticated materials
processing and next-generation manufacturing technologies.

Dr. Komal Kapoor, the senior vice-president of IIM and Chairman and Managing Director of
Nuclear Fuel Complex (NFC), emphasised the urgency in intensifying the material demands for
energy transition, strategic national needs and sustainable requirements. The future of
metallurgical industries will be defined by sustainable production and technological integration. He
felt that the success hinges on embracing energy-efficient processes, reducing waste, and utilising
renewable materials.

Dr. Tata Narasinga Rao, Vice Chancellor of Sri Venkateswara University (SVU), Tirupati, who
is also the co-convenor of IIM ATM 2025, gave detailed procedures followed in the selection of

distinguished speakers covering all areas of advanced materials and critical minerals.

The International Conference was inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Shri N. Balaram, Chairman
and Managing Director of Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL). He addressed the

Page 1 of 8



gathering by highlighting the role of critical materials in energy production and explained the
government initiatives being taken in the production of critical minerals in India.

Prof. K. Bhanu Sankara Rao, the convenor of IIM ATM 2025, Professor of Practice (IIT
Hyderabad) added that the event serves as a platform to foster collaboration and knowledge
sharing among leading industry experts, researchers, academicians and thought leaders. The future
of technological growth of India to realise “Atmanirbar Bharath” depends on our ability to master
the life cycle of critical elements, consisting of sourcing, beneficiation, materials processing and
next-generation manufacturing technologies. He said that the distinguished speakers of the
international conference are subject experts from India, Australia, Japan, Germany, USA, South
Africa and France.

The Technical exhibition portraying Advanced characterisation equipment and manufacturing
technologies from 45 Institutes has been inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Shri N. Balaram,
Chairman and Managing Director of Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL).

On 4™ December 2025, 24 plenary talks on advanced materials and critical minerals were
presented in two parallel sessions.

The IIM ATM Conference 2025, organised by IIT Hyderabad, brought together leading national and
international experts to discuss recent developments in materials science, sustainable energy
technologies, and critical minerals.

In the section of Advanced Materials, the distinguished plenary lectures are covered under Alloys
Design and Development, Advanced Energy materials, Processing and Applications of Novel
alloys and Quantum and Electronic materials/ Devices. In the section of Critical Minerals, the
topics addressed include Critical Mineral resources, Critical Mineral processing, Critical Metal
extraction, refining and allied technologies & Recycling of critical Metals.

About IIT Hyderabad:

IITH, established in 2008, has reached a respectable position in academics, research, technology
development and startups in a short span of 17 years. In the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF-2025), IITH is ranked 7™ among Engineering institutes (crossing a first
generation IIT), and is ranked 6" in Innovation, while it has maintained its rank within the top 10
Engineering Institutes ever since NIRF was launched. IITH is ranked 664 and 270 in the QS World
and Asian University Ranking 2026, respectively (among the top 10% of global institutions in
citations per faculty). IITH secured 46 positions by 31 faculties in the Global Top 2% Scientists
World list 2025 released by Stanford University (SU) in collaboration with Elsevier across two
categories. IITH has been striving for excellence with a motto of "Inventing & Innovating in
Technology for Humanity (IITH)".

With 340 full-time faculty, 360+ non-teaching staff and 5,700+ students (PG+PhD students
accounting for about 60%), IITH has a strong research focus with 5150+ R&D projects worth of Rs.
1630+ Cr (Rs. 335+ Cr funding in 2024-25, i.e. Rs. 1+ Cr per faculty, one of the largest per capita
funding among IITs), 12,750+ publications, 2,44,000+ citations, 630+ patents (210+ Patents in
2024, the largest per capita patents filed among IITs), and about 330+ Startups (that have generated
1100+ jobs with a revenue of Rs. 1500+ Cr).

Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube for the latest updates.
To know more, please visit Atips:/www.iith.ac.in/ || You can view all press releases/notes from
IIT Hyderabad at: https://pr.iith.ac.in/press-release || Please direct all media queries to

| Cell: 8331036099 | Email: pro@iith.ac.in
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